OKLAHOMA MUSIC EDUCATORS ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

Article I – Name and Purpose

Section 1. Name. The name of this organization shall be the Oklahoma Music Educators Association, Inc.

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this organization shall be the promotion and improvement of music education in Oklahoma schools, colleges, and universities, both public and private.

Section 3. Affiliation. This organization shall function as the state unit of the National Association for Music Education: MENC.

Section 4. Relationships. This organization shall maintain a cooperative relationship with the State Department of Education and with the state and national professional organizations that seek to promote and improve music education in the State of Oklahoma.

Article II – Membership

Section 1. Active Membership. Any person actively engaged in music teaching or other music education activities may become an active member of this association up on payment of the prescribed dues. Active members whose dues are currently paid in full shall have the privilege of voting and being elected to any office in this association, except for offices in the collegiate membership division.

Section 2. Collegiate membership. Any student studying music in a college, university, or other recognized institution of higher education who is not employed full-time as a teacher may become a collegiate member of this organization by paying the prescribed dues. Collegiate members shall have all of the rights and privileges of membership except voting and holding office. The Collegiate OMEA President, however, by virtue of election by Collegiate OMEA members, shall be a voting member of the OMEA Executive board. Collegiate OMEA members shall have the privilege of voting in collegiate elections and meetings. 

Section 3. Associate Membership. Any firm or organization wishing to contribute to the support of the educational activities of this organization may become an associate member upon payment of the prescribed dues.

Section 4. Retired Membership. Any member of this association, upon retirement from the teaching profession and meeting the requirements of the Music Educators National Conference Retired Membership may become a retired member of this association upon payment of the prescribed dues.

Article III – Dues

Section 1. Active Membership Dues. Dues for active membership shall be those prescribed for active membership in MENC: The National Association for Music Education and those dues prescribed for active membership in the Oklahoma Music Educators Association. The amount of dues belonging to the Oklahoma Music Educators Association shall be determined by the active members of the association upon recommendation of the OMEA Executive Board. However, the OMEA Executive Board shall be empowered to increase or decrease the dues belonging to the Oklahoma Music Educators Association in an amount not to exceed $1.00 annually without a vote of the active members. Active members will receive a one–year subscription to the Music Educators Journal, the official journal of MENC: The National Association for Music Education, and Oklahoma Music, the official journal of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association.

Section 2. Collegiate Membership Dues. Dues for collegiate members shall be the prescribed collegiate membership dues in MENC: The National Association for Music Education, and the Oklahoma Music Educators Association. The amount of dues belonging to the Oklahoma Music Educators Association shall be determined by the OMEA Executive Board. Collegiate members will receive a one–year subscription to the Music Educators Journal and Oklahoma Music.

Section 3. Associate Membership Dues. Dues for associate members shall be determined by the OMEA Executive Board.

Section 4. Retirement Membership Dues. Dues for retired membership shall be those prescribed for retired membership in MENC: The National Association for Music Education and the Oklahoma Music Educators Association. The amount of the dues belonging to the Oklahoma Music Educators Association shall be determined by the OMEA Executive Board. Retired members shall receive a one-year subscription to the Music Educators Journal and the Oklahoma Music.

Section 5. Fiscal Year. The Oklahoma Music Educators Association fiscal year shall be from July 1 to June 30 of the following year.

Article IV – Governance and Officers

Section 1. Governance. Governance of the association shall be vested in an Executive Board, which shall be comprised of the officers of the association.

Section 2. Officers. The officers of this association shall be the President, President-Elect, Immediate Past President, Vice–Presidents for Band, Orchestra, Vocal Music, Elementary Music and Higher Education, Collegiate OMEA President, State Director, and the Editor of Oklahoma Music. The State Director, the Editor of Oklahoma Music, and the Collegiate OMEA Advisor will be non-voting members of the Executive Board, with voice. The President-Elect and Vice–Presidents shall be elected by ballot of the membership in January of odd-numbered years. All elected officers shall assume their respective Offices at the conclusion of the Midwinter In-service Workshop. The State Director, the Editor of Oklahoma Music, and the Collegiate OMEA Advisor shall be appointed by the President after approval by the Executive Board at the spring budget meeting of the Executive Board. All appointed officers shall serve until their successors are appointed and installed. Appointed officers will be formally reviewed at each spring meeting of the Executive Board. The Collegiate OMEA Advisor shall vote on matters before the Executive Board only in absence of the collegiate OMEA President. 

Elected officers shall serve terms of two years or until their successors are elected and installed. If an office other than the President and President-Elect is vacated, the President of OMEA shall appoint a successor to fill the unexpired term. All appointments to fill vacancies are subject to confirmation by the Executive Board. If the office of President is vacated, the President-Elect will assume the office and serve the remainder of the unexpired term as well as the regular full term. If the office of President-Elect is vacated, it shall be filled by special election. 

Section 3. Election Procedures. At a meeting of the Executive Board during the year preceding the election of the President-Elect and the Vice Presidents, the President shall, with the approval of the Executive Board, appoint a nominating committee of five members, consisting of the President, President-Elect, and three past presidents chosen to represent the given vice presidential areas (divisions) of band, orchestra vocal, elementary, and higher education. The State Director shall serve as non-voting Chair of this committee. On or before the fifteenth day of October, the nominating committee shall select a slate of two candidates for President-Elect and two candidates for each of the five Vice–Presidents. The committee shall announce the candidates in the winter issue of Oklahoma Music and on the OMEA website preceding the election and shall prepare the ballots. The election shall be conducted by mail in January prior to the Midwinter In-service Workshop, and the results will be announced at that meeting. Ballots shall be counted by a committee appointed by the President.

Section 4. Responsibilities. The members of the Executive Board shall function as a general body in all matters pertaining to the general administration of the affairs of the association. The members of the Band, Orchestra, Vocal, Elementary, and Higher Education Divisions shall make recommendations on matters concerning their respective areas, under the leadership of the division Vice President as duly elected. Such recommendations shall emanate from a majority of those in attendance at section meetings held during the Midwinter In-service Workshop. Responsibilities for administration of conventions, clinics, OMEA All-State ensembles, and other similar activities shall be vested in the Executive Board under the general supervision of the President of the Association.

Section 5. Policies. The rules, policies and procedures of OMEA shall be posted on the OMEA website and will be revised periodically by the Executive Board. 

Article V – Quorum

Section 1. A quorum at a division meeting shall consist of the members present.

Section 2. A quorum of the Executive Board shall consist of a majority of the membership of the Executive Board.

Article VI – Meetings

Section 1. The annual meeting of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association shall be the Midwinter In-Service Conference.

Section 2. The Executive Board shall meet at the Midwinter In-Service Conference of the association. The Executive Board shall also meet each spring to prepare and approve the budget of the association and each fall to plan the Fall and Midwinter In-Service Conferences. Special meetings of the Executive Board may be called at the discretion of the President or upon request of not less than five members of the Executive Board. 

Article VII – Amendments

Section 1. This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the membership voting, provided that the proposed amendment has been previously published in the Oklahoma Music, the OMEA website, or has been sent to the members by mail. 

By-Laws

Section 1. The executive authority for the administration of the association shall be vested in the President who, with the President-Elect, Immediate Past–President, the five Vice–Presidents, and the Collegiate OMEA President, shall constitute the Executive Board. The State Director, the Editor of Oklahoma Music, and Collegiate OMEA Advisor sit on the board, with voice, but not as voting members.

Section 2. The President, as chief executive officer of the association, shall preside at all state meetings and shall be responsible for the general administration of the association. The President shall appoint various committees, as needed, to carry out the work of the association. In the event of this officer’s incapacity or absence, those duties shall be performed by the President-Elect. 

Section 3. The President-Elect is charged with the responsibility of membership development.

Section 4. The Immediate Past President shall serve as advisor to the President and the Executive Board and shall have such other duties as may be assigned by the President or the Executive Board. 

Section 5. The Vice President of the Band Division shall be responsible for planning the session(s) for band directors at all OMEA in-service conferences and shall serve as a member of the OMEA All-State Committee(s). The Band Committee(s) shall be responsible for the OMEA All-State Band and the OMEA All-State Jazz Ensemble.

Section 6. The Vice President for the Orchestra Division shall be responsible for planning the session(s) for string teachers and orchestra directors at all OMEA in-service conferences and shall serve as a member of the OMEA All-State Orchestra Committee.

Section 7. The Vice President of the Vocal Division shall be responsible for planning the session(s) for vocal music teachers at all OMEA in-service conferences and shall serve as a member of the OMEA All-State Chorus Committee.

Section 8. The Vice President of the Elementary Division shall be responsible for planning the session(s) for elementary music teachers at all OMEA in-service conferences and shall serve as a member of the Circle the State with Song Committee and the OMEA All-State Children’s Choir committee.

Section 9. The Vice President for the Higher Education Division shall be responsible for planning session(s) for higher education faculty at all OMEA in-service conferences and serve as Chair of the OMEA Awards Committee.

Section 10. The collegiate OMEA President shall be responsible for planning activities and sessions for Collegiate OMEA members and shall preside at all Collegiate OMEA meetings.

Section 11. The State Director shall keep a complete and accurate record of the membership of the association and minutes of all meetings of the Executive Board. At the spring budget meeting of Executive Board, the State Director shall present an account of all monies received and disbursed. The State Director shall conduct the business of the association in accordance with the By-Laws, and in all matters be under the direction of the Executive Board. In the absence of instruction from the Executive Board, the State Director shall be under the direction of the President. The State Director shall receive all monies due the association, sign all checks drawn on funds of the association, be custodian of all property of the association, and serve as secretary of the Executive Board. This officer shall have the proper records available at all official meetings, shall give such bond as may be required by the Executive Board, and shall submit an annual financial report to the Executive Board. An independent accounting firm will be selected by the Executive Board to perform an audit or a review of the financial report

Section 12. The Editor of Oklahoma Music shall be responsible for gathering and printing news, articles, and official regulations pertaining to OMEA and for maintaining a publication worthy of the association. The Editor shall also direct the solicitation of advertising, control circulation and distribution, and oversee finances of all publications. The editor shall submit periodic financial report to the Executive Board in addition to keeping records of all funds received and disbursed.

Section 13. The Editorial Board for the Oklahoma Music shall be appointed by the Executive Board upon recommendation of the Editor of the Oklahoma Music. The Editorial Board shall consist of two members who shall serve four-year overlapping terms.

Section 14. The Collegiate OMEA Advisor shall be responsible for promoting membership and activity of the Collegiate OMEA through cooperation with Collegiate OMEA Officers, chapter officers, and chapter advisors.

Section 15. The OMEA All-State Band, Chorus, Jazz Ensemble, Children’s Choir and Orchestra committee members shall be appointed by the Executive Board upon recommendation by the appropriate Vice President. The chair of each OMEA All-State ensemble committee will be directly responsible to the Vice-President for that ensemble area.

Section 16. A music representative from the State Department of Education and the Oklahoma Secondary School Activities Association representative for music affairs and others as deemed appropriate by the President may serve in advisory capacities to the Executive Board.

Section 17. The income from registration fees and membership dues charged shall be applied toward administrative expenses and activities of the association. Expenses incurred by any special activities, such as clinics or the All-OMEA ensembles, shall be covered by registration or enrollment fees paid by the participating individuals or groups. No part of the net earnings of the association shall inure to the benefit of or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the Executive Board shall be authorized and empowered to pay compensation for service rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in this constitution.

Section 18. Upon the dissolution of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association, the Executive Board shall, after the payment of all liabilities of the association, transfer all remaining assets of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association to the MENC: The National Association for Music Education.

Section 19. These By-Laws may be amended in the same manner as prescribed for amending the constitution in Article VII of this constitution.
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